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Creating heuristics for writing 

&

Using writing as a mode of 
self-evaluation



Do you write everyday?  

Have you ever used writing as a 
means of teaching yourself a 2nd 
language?

How would you feel if I asked you to write 
a 250 word restaurant review?



If we give a model answer, they copy it directly, or ignore it.

If we ask students to write a 250 review, many will feel daunted. 

 It’s better to ask intelligent questions about an existing review.

 We take a 12-sentence review, break it down, then reconstruct it. 

In this way, students will come to see writing as a simple task.



Please take a few minutes to read it. 

Please follow Link 1. in the chat box. 

You will see a 12-sentence restaurant 
review. 



1. Does the first sentence give an opinion, 

or just a general description? 

2. Does the second sentence give an opinion? 

General Description

The name of the city (Cork) 
The location. 

An opinion

It’s location (picturesque)

PLEASE WRITE YOUR ANSWERS IN THE CHAT BOX. 

What context does it provide about the 

restaurant?

Does the author give a reason or evidence?



 

3. What does the third sentence describe? 

4. In the fourth sentence, which of the following does the author describe?:  

food, lighting, atmosphere, experience, decoration, staff?

The appearance. 

Food, atmosphere, experience

6 adjectives.

Both. 

PLEASE WRITE YOUR ANSWERS IN THE CHAT BOX. 

Is it positive, negative, or both?

How many adjectives does the author use? 



5. In the fifth sentence, what does the author describe? 

6. What is the subject of the 6th sentence? 

How many adjectives does the author use? 

The room and decor. 

Both.

3.

auxiliary: “does”

The menu.

“sheer” “impressive”

PLEASE WRITE YOUR ANSWERS IN THE CHAT BOX. 

Is it positive or negative?

How does the author emphasise the contrast?

What adjectives are used to describe it?



7. How many nouns are used in the 7th sentence? 

8. Is the 8th sentence adding more information, or

showing a contrast? 

PLEASE WRITE YOUR ANSWERS IN THE CHAT BOX. 

12.

“aside from” “as well as” “all without”

Adding more information.

“Not only this”

What words are used instead of “and”?

What conjunction is used?



9. What does the ninth sentence describe? 

10. In the 10th sentence, what words does the author use instead of 

“disadvantage”?

PLEASE WRITE YOUR ANSWERS IN THE CHAT BOX. 

What does the author say instead of “I chose the nut casserole”? 

What does the author say instead of “i think that”?

The author’s meal

“I went for…”

“I can honestly say”

“drawback”    “downside”



11. Is the 11th sentence showing contrast or adding more 

information?

What is the purpose of the 12th sentence?  

PLEASE WRITE YOUR ANSWERS IN THE CHAT BOX. 

Contrast   ( “nonetheless”)

summarise/ sum 
up/  final opinion

“overall” 
“wholeheartedly”

Gerund participle “anyone (who is) strolling the quay”

What adverbs does the author use?

How does the author avoid the words “who is”



A structure for our review: 

1. A general description with context 

( The _________ is one of the _______ in _________) 

1. A description of the location with an opinion and reason( [ 

because it’s] located __________ , it is a /the _____________ 

place to ______________).



3. A description from outside and inside, with an opinion on both. 

( a ______ _______ building, the ________ restaurant is ________ , 

and / but [inside the restaurant ] _____________) 

4. A description of sights and smells, the atmosphere inside.

( [When you enter] The smell of ______  _____  and ______ _____     

creates/ leads you into / generates a _______ ______ atmosphere 

and ______________________  a ______  ______ experience.)



5. A comparison of 2 aspects of the interior design. 

(using a conjunction for contrast.)  

( The room ___________________________; 

however  / on the other hand / although _______)

6. A description of the menu. 

( The ________ and _________ of the dishes and menu         

is / means that / ensures / guarantees )



7. A list of the dishes, using phrases such as 

“aside from” “as well as” “including” “not to mention” 

8. Additional information about the dishes, using a conjunction to 

add information: “not only this” “on top of that” 



9. A description of the dish that you chose.

         (Having gone for the ___________, I can honestly 

say / I must admit / I can’t deny / I have to say )

10. Give 2 disadvantages or negative aspects of the service or layout. 

“drawback” “downside”



11. Show contrast to the previous points. 

“nonetheless”, “however,” “that said,” “on the other hand”

12. A final opinion with a description of the customer.

( “overall” “all in all” “on the whole” “all things considered”  I 

_______________________ for anyone [who is] ______________) 



Now follow Link 2. in the chat box.

On page 1 is the structure for the review. 

On page 2 is a new restaurant review 
built using that structure. 

Please take a few minutes to read it. 



Please take a few minutes to read it. 

Now follow Link 3. in the chat box.

You will see a different version of the review.  

Use the chat box to make some 
suggestions: 
To help students choose more 
appropriate language for this review,
what online resources would you direct 
them to? 



Oxford Online Collocation dictionary 
is unknown to many students. 



The Oxford and Cambridge Dictionaries are great,
but
Macmillian and Merriam Webster are better as thesauruses



Macmillian  



Merriam 
Webster 



To understand the connotations of a word,
the best resource are real example sentences. 
Cambridge is the best for this.



Cambridge  



To understand how common or uncommon a 
word is, use Oxford English Dictionary



To understand how common or uncommon a 
word is, use Oxford English Dictionary



Now follow Link 4 in the chat box
It’s a 10-sentence tourist info article (by me).
 Please take a few minutes to read it. 



Now we create questions for each sentence. 

i) You’ve just arrived in Dublin and you’re trying to figure 

out what on earth is happening.

 1. “Who does the author address in the first sentence?”

Questions: 

How does the author exaggerate?



Now we create questions for each sentence. 

  ii) Everyone around you is smiling and friendly; they 

must be either crazy or drunk. 

                                   2. What is the subject of the next sentence? 

Is it the writer’s opinion, or a tourist’s opinion?

Is it sincere or humorous?

Please write an example in the chat box.

Questions:  



Now we create questions for each sentence. 

  iii) But don’t worry because you have discovered the secret of why Dublin is 

so popular in spite of all the bad weather; Dubliners are just pathologically friendly. 

Questions:  Is it positive, negative, or both?

Is it sincere or humorous? How does the author exaggerate?

Please write an example in the chat box.

What conjunction does the author use?



iv) So don’t panic and don’t book a flight to immediately 

escape. 

Questions:  Is it a suggestion or an imperative?

Please write an example in the chat box.

How does the author emphasise the 
imperative?



v) Instead, why not stroll past Stephen’s Green park and enjoy the view 

of the grand and prestigious Trinity college, home of Oscar Wilde and other 

famous Irish wags. 

Questions:  Is it a suggestion or an imperative?

Please write an example in the chat box.



vi) To really get to grips with the taste and sound of 

Ireland, you have to make a trip through Temple Bar, the 

buzzing hub of all things Celtic, trad and booze-related.

Questions:  Why does the author start with an infinitive?

Please write an example in the chat box.

Why phrase is used instead of “visit”?



 ix) Of course it’s not all smiles and rainbows; Ireland is 

correctly thought of as an island of grey skies and gloomy 

weather, so make sure to bring a raincoat. 

Questions:  How does the author sound more casual?

Please write an example in the chat box.

What word is used instead of “should”?



x) All in all though, whether it’s for a weekend or a longer 

stay, Dublin City is a warm, welcoming cultural 

treasure-trove filled with history and voluble locals.   

Questions:  How does the author show contrast?

Please write an example in the chat box.

How does the author give 2 options?



Follow LINK 5 and LINK 6 from the chat 
box. 
There you will find the slide show and all 
the documents.

My email: michaelbrn3@gmail.com

Get in touch! I’m a thesis consultant, editor, and 
I have other self-made resources for writing 
lessons

mailto:michaelbrn3@gmail.com

