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Interactivity = human –
machine

Learning > teaching

Interaction = new way of 
learning

Educational technology = 
modern

Face to face teaching = 
old

Teacher lectures = bad

Videos = good





‘State of the art’ human-
machine interaction



What language teachers 
usually get.









§ How easy will it be for students 
to access the platform?

§ How familiar are students with 
the platform already?

§ Is it easy to find new and 
unread messages?

§ Is it easy to post messages to 
the group?

§ Is it easy to post private 
messages to each other?

§ Can you create multiple topics?

§ How easy is it to start new topics?

§ Is it possible and easy to upload images and 
video?

§ Is it possible to “pin” a topic or forum to the 
top of the page?

§ Is it possible for learners to edit/delete posts?







Principles for Interactive Tasks
1. Are between human and human not human and machine
2. Can involve voice or text, can be synchronous or 

asynchronous
3. Should have a reason for communication: i.e. to share 

information, opinions or values or ideas
4. Should have a purpose and have closure in an end-point: 

communication should achieve something (the solution to a 
puzzle for example, or the creation of a text or artefact)

5. Should involve two-way participation: members should 
both take account of others’ contributions and contribute 
themselves

6. Should involve topics that are interesting and motivating
7. Should include a range of topics and interaction-types





Task 2: Interaction
Here is a list of the questions you asked 
about my food picture. I have corrected 
the language in some areas. For the rest of 
this task, you will each post a photo of 
food in the forum. This can be something 
you ate, something you like/don’t like, 
something you made… as long as it’s food 
or drink!

When you have posted a photo, look at 
the other photos. Ask questions to at least 
three other people about their food photo. 
Use the questions in the list above to help 
you. If someone asks a question about 
your photo, post an answer. You have until 
Friday to do this task. Good luck! 

Task 1: Stimulus
Here is a photo I took of a 
(dish/food/drink/meal) I had. Everyone has 
to post one question about this photo. I will 
answer your questions. You must post your 
question by Monday. You cannot repeat the 
same question, so pay attention to what the 
others have written!

Foodies





Task 1: Challenge 

Imagine I took this photo. Where in the world am I? 
You have to guess where I am. You have a maximum of 
25 questions to guess. You can only ask YES/NO 
questions. 
Are you in Europe or Africa? !� This is not a yes/no 
question. 
Are you in Europe?�"

Choose your questions carefully! Look at the 
examples below to help you make good questions.

Are you east of… / north of… / west of… 
Is this in a big city/small town/village…?
Is it a warm/cold/hot/dry place…?
Do they speak English/French/Spanish/Chinese…?

Where in the world am I?





Task 1: 
OK, I’m going to write two things. You need to choose 
which one you prefer. Write the name of the thing you 
prefer and use one of the expressions we learned 
before. 

For example I write: Travelling by bus or travelling by 
train?

You write:
Travelling by train, absolutely! Or
I prefer travelling by bus!

If you don’t like travelling by train and you don’t like 
travelling by bus you can write:
Neither!

Ready?

Task 2:
Now it’s your turn. Think of two 
things that are different, but related. 
The first person who is ready can 
post their two things.
The next person responds, then 
posts their two things. 

Like this…

This or that?



Task 1: 
In this activity one person posts a superpower they 
would like to have. For example:

I can fly.

Then next person has to make a condition to the 
superpower. You need to make it less powerful! 
Begin with the words But you…

But you can only fly 1 metre off the ground.

Then add your own superpower in the same post.  
Then another person does the same. Continue until 
everyone has posted at least one superpower.

I will begin:

I can fly!

Almost superpower





Task 1: Challenge
You are going to discuss the advantages 
and disadvantages of various solutions 
to climate change. First, read some 
material from the list and work 
individually to list possible solutions to 
climate change. 
Advantages group: list all the 
advantages of these solutions
Disadvantages group: list all the 
disadvantages 
Make your list by…….

Task 2: Interaction
In your groups,  share some of the arguments 
you have read.

Task 3:Interaction
Work in pairs A: Advantages, B Disadvantages.
Student A begins. Post a recommendation for
one solution, eg
To stop climate change we should…
Climate change would be slowed if we …
Student B replies, beginning ‘Yes, but…’ and 
stating a disadvantage, eg
Yes but if we did that, we would
Yes, but people wouldn’t…

Student A replies  Yes, but… with an argument in 
favour of the solution
The person who can continue with the Yes buts 
the longest is the winner!
Finish your discussion by 18 July

YES, BUT…



Breakout
Students work in 
two closed 
groups, A and B –
students regroup 
into pairs (an A 
and  a B)  for 
follow up 



Task 1: Challenge
This week you will need to check in to 
this forum regularly. Begin by posting  a 
rule or law for (insert the imaginary 
country’s name). 

Example: 
It is illegal to keep dogs.

Post 3 laws by Friday.

Task 2: Interaction
Read each other’s laws and vote for any that you like. If a 
law gets three votes it is passed and becomes part of 
your country’s constitution. You can:

Discuss the laws.
Try to get votes.
Pass other laws that undo previous laws.

You have until February 15 to post laws, comment, 
discuss and vote. 

Create a Constitution



Postal Ballot
Students post  -
students read and 
vote - students 
discuss and reach 
consensus



🎉🍕🍺📺💤

Take out your mobile device. Open up a messaging app 
and type out 5-6 emoji that illustrate what you did at the 
weekend.

Work in pairs. Show each other your “emoji weekend”. Your 
partner tries to guess what you did based on the images.

Emoji Weekend



Task 1: 
I’m going to give you each a year.
Post the year I assigned you, together with two 
pieces of information: one historical event that 
happened that year, and one sentence about one 
thing you did that year.
Post your replies by (insert deadline).

Task 3:Historical Quiz
Now work in pairs. Read through the posts 
and comments. Create a historical quiz of five 
questions. Include historical facts and 
personal facts about your colleagues, e.g.:
In what year did Pierre’s family move?
When was the big tsunami in Japan?

A year in the life…

Task 2: Interaction
Read what your colleagues wrote. 
Choose two different people and ask a 
question or leave a comment, e.g.:
Pierre, why did your family move in 
2003? Where were you before? Did you 
like Paris?
Comment and reply to questions by 
(insert deadline).



Task 1: 
I’m going to write five letters.

For example:

G T W E D

Write a sentence with five words. Each word has to begin with one 
of my letters. So, for example:

Go To Work Every Day.

Or

Get The Weekend Edition Digitally

Ready?

Task 2:
Now it’s your turn. The first person 
writes 5 letters. The next person 
writes a sentence with those letters, 
then writes another 5 letters.

Five letters
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