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Reformulation 

of questions:

When did I/you/he/she/we/they/…?

Where did he…?

When did he…?

How did he…?

Why did he…?

Who did he…?

Was he…?

©jean sciberras



Pre-Teaching some words

stutter       /stʌtəʳ/ (N+V)

fitting in  /ˈfɪtɪŋ/ (phrasal verb)

assembler /əsembləʳ/ (N)

debuted     /'deɪbju:d/ (V, past simple)

fickle         /ˈfɪk(ə)l/  (adj) ©jean sciberras



 

Bill Withers, 
the influential 
US soul singer 
who wrote Lean 
on Me, Ain’t No 
Sunshine and 
Lovely Day has 
died aged 81 of 
heart 
complications, 
according to a 
statement from 

his family.  





B

Bill Withers, the youngest of six children, was born in the 

small coal-mining town of Slab Fork, West Virginia on ____ 

____ ____. He was born with a stutter and later said he 

had a hard time fitting in.  He was 13 years old when his 

father died. Withers enlisted in the United States Navy at 

the age __ _____, and served for nine years, during which 

time he became interested in singing and writing songs. 

He left the Navy __  _____,and relocated to Los Angeles in 

1967 to start a ______ career. Withers worked as an 

assembler for several different companies, including 

Douglas Aircraft Corporation, while recording demo tapes 

with his own money and performing in clubs at night. 

When he debuted with the song "Ain't No Sunshine"  ___ 

_____, he refused to resign from his job because he 

believed the music business was a fickle industry.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Withers

https://www.theguardian.com/music/2020/apr/03/bill-

withers-influential-soul-singer-dies-aged-81

A

Bill Withers, the youngest of _____ children, was born in the 

small coal-mining town of Slab Fork, West Virginia on July 4, 

1938. He was born with a stutter and later said he had a 

hard time fitting in.  He was ___ ______ old when his father 

died. Withers enlisted in the United States Navy at the age 

of 17, and served for _____ _____, during which time he 

became interested in singing and writing songs. 

He left the Navy in 1965,and relocated to ___ _______ in 

1967 to start a music career. Withers worked as an 

assembler for several different companies, including 

Douglas Aircraft Corporation, while recording demo tapes 

with his own money and performing __ _____ __ _____. 

When he debuted with the song "Ain't No Sunshine" in 

1971, he refused to resign from his job because he 

believed the music business was a fickle industry. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Withers

https://www.theguardian.com/music/2020/apr/03/bill-

withers-influential-soul-singer-dies-aged-81
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Bill Withers, the youngest of _____ children, was born in the 
small coal-mining town of Slab Fork, West Virginia on July 4, 
1938. He was born with a stutter and later said he had a hard 
time fitting in.  He was ___ ______ old when his father 
died. Withers enlisted in the United States Navy at the age of 
17, and served for _____ _____, during which time he became 
interested in singing and writing songs.  

He left the Navy in 1965,and relocated to ___ _______ in 1967 
to start a music career. Withers worked as an assembler for 
several different companies, including Douglas Aircraft 
Corporation, while recording demo tapes with his own money 
and performing __ _____ __ _____. When he debuted with the 
song "Ain't No Sunshine" in 1971, he refused to resign from his 
job because he believed the music business was a fickle 
industry.  

 In 1976, Withers married his __________ wife, Marcia 
Johnson. They had two children, Todd and Kori. Marcia 
eventually assumed the direct management of his Beverly 
Hills–based publishing companies, in which his children also 
became involved as they became adults.  

 Withers died in Los Angeles on March 30, 2020, from ______ 
______________ His family announced his death on April 3, 
2020, saying they are devastated by the loss of our beloved, 
devoted husband and father. A solitary man with a heart driven 
to connect to the world at large, with his poetry and music, he 
spoke honestly to people and connected them to each other. 
As private a life as he lived close to intimate ________ ___ 
________, his music forever belongs to the world. In this 
difficult time, we pray his music offers comfort and 
entertainment as fans hold tight to loved ones. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Withers 

https://www.theguardian.com/music/2020/apr/03/bill-withers-influential-soul-singer-dies-aged-81 
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B 

 

Bill Withers, the youngest of six children, was born in the small 
coal-mining town of Slab Fork, West Virginia on ____ ____ 
____. He was born with a stutter and later said he had a hard 
time fitting in.  He was 13 years old when his father 
died. Withers enlisted in the United States Navy at the age __ 
_____, and served for nine years, during which time he became 
interested in singing and writing songs.  

He left the Navy __  _____,and relocated to Los Angeles in 
1967 to start a ______ career. Withers worked as an assembler 
for several different companies, including Douglas Aircraft 
Corporation, while recording demo tapes with his own money 
and performing in clubs at night. When he debuted with the 
song "Ain't No Sunshine"  ___ _____, he refused to resign from 
his job because he believed the music business was a fickle 
industry.  

 In 1976, Withers married his second wife, Marcia Johnson. 
They had _______ children, Todd and Kori. Marcia eventually 
assumed the direct management of his Beverly Hills–based 
publishing companies, in which his children also became 
involved as they became adults.  

 Withers died in Los Angeles on March 30, 2020, from heart 
complications. His family announced his death on April 3, 2020, 
saying they are devastated by the loss of our beloved, devoted 
husband and father. A solitary man with a heart driven to 
connect to the world at large, with his poetry and music, he 
spoke __________ to people and connected them to each 
other. As private a life as he lived close to intimate family and 
friends, his music forever belongs to the world. In this difficult 
time, we pray his music offers __________  ___  
______________ as fans hold tight to loved ones. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Withers 

https://www.theguardian.com/music/2020/apr/03/bill-withers-influential-soul-singer-dies-aged-81 

 

©jean sciberras



Bill Withers, the youngest of six children, was born in the small coal-mining town 
of Slab Fork, West Virginia on July 4, 1938. He was born with a stutter and later said 
he had a hard time fitting in.  He was 13 years old when his father died. Withers 
enlisted in the United States Navy at the age of 17, and served for nine years, during 
which time he became interested in singing and writing songs.  

He left the Navy in 1965,and relocated to Los Angeles in 1967 to start a music 
career. Withers worked as an assembler for several different companies, 
including Douglas Aircraft Corporation, while recording demo tapes with his own 
money and performing in clubs at night. When he debuted with the song "Ain't No 
Sunshine" in 1971, he refused to resign from his job because he believed the music 
business was a fickle industry.  

 In 1976, Withers married his second wife, Marcia Johnson. They had two children, 
Todd and Kori. Marcia eventually assumed the direct management of his Beverly 
Hills–based publishing companies, in which his children also became involved as 
they became adults.  

 Withers died in Los Angeles on March 30, 2020, from heart complications. His 
family announced his death on April 3, 2020, saying they are devastated by the loss 
of our beloved, devoted husband and father. A solitary man with a heart driven to 
connect to the world at large, with his poetry and music, he spoke honestly to people 
and connected them to each other. As private a life as he lived close to intimate 
family and friends, his music forever belongs to the world. In this difficult time, we 
pray his music offers comfort and entertainment as fans hold tight to loved ones. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Withers 

https://www.theguardian.com/music/2020/apr/03/bill-withers-influential-soul-singer-dies-aged-81 
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Ain’t no 
sunshine



Ain’t no sunshine when she’s gone. 

It’s not (1)___________ when she’s away. 

Ain’t no sunshine when she’s gone 

And she’s always gone too (2)______________ anytime she goes away. 

Wonder this time where she’s gone, 

Wonder if she’s gone to (3)_____________ 

Ain’t no sunshine when she’s gone 

And this (4)_____________ just ain’t no home anytime she goes away. 

And I know, I know, I know, I know, I know, 

I know, I know, I know, I know, I know, I know, I know, 

I know, I know, I know, I know, I know, I know, 

I know, I know, I know, I know, I know, I know, I know, I know 

Hey, I (5)______________ ___ leave the young thing alone, 

But ain’t no sunshine when she’s gone,  

Ain’t no sunshine when she’s gone, only (6)_____________ everyday. 

Ain’t no sunshine when she’s gone and this house just ain’t no home anytime she goes away. 

Anytime she goes away. 

Anytime she goes away. 

Anytime she goes away. 

Anytime she goes away. 



1. Warm 

2. Long 

3. Stay  

4. House  

5. Ought to  

6. Darkness   

Stay, darkness, long, warm, house, ought to

Listen for the words to put in the gaps



• What day of the week did 

he die on?

• How many different songs 

did we listen to?

• Where did he work before 

he became famous?

• What kind of plane did he 

work on? 

Pick any five words that you hear and like

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_cLQt99O5o
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